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Protan Exposed Membrane Roof

S e p a r a t i o n  l a y e r s  f o r  P r o t a n  P V C  m e m b r a n e s
A separation layer/barrier between the roofing membrane and its underlying deck, is sometimes necessary to protect the 
roofing material from chemical and/or mechanical influences. 
The separation layer must be functional under all conditions that the roofing membrane might experience during its entire 
lifetime.

 	 Migration barriers are installed between two layers to avoid chemical interaction between them.
 	 Sliding layers are installed between two layers to prevent friction between them.
 	 Levelling layers are installed between two layers mainly for aesthetic reasons.
 	 Protection layers are installed on top of  the membrane mainly to protect it from mechanical stress etc. 
	 (Protan recommends a layer of  PVC 1,2-2,0mm, alternatively a very thick polypropylene fleece > 300g/m2.)

Table: Separation layers for Protan PVC

	 Under lay ing deck Protan PVC-membrane

Old bitumen roofs

Protan EX
Protan EX has a 140 g/m2 

polypropylene fleece migration barrier laminated  
on the reverse side

Protan SE
Protan SE requires a separate migration  

barrier installed on top of  the bitumen surface 
to avoid migration.

Protan recommends: 
Fibertex F2B, 140g/m2 polypropylene, supplied 

by Protan AS

EPS/XPS-insulation

Protan EXG
Protan EXG has a 60g/m2 glass 

fleece migration barrier laminated 
on the reverse side

Protan SE
Protan SE requires a separate migration  

barrier installed on top of  the bitumen surface 
to avoid migration.

Protan recommends: 
Glass fleece 50g/m2 supplied by Protan AS

Bases of  smooth concrete 
or light weight concrete

Protan SE
Protan SE requires a sliding/levelling layer installed on top of  the concrete deck.

Protan recommends: 
Fibertex F4M 300 g/m2 PP, supplied by Protan AS.
Note! Polyester felt must not be used on concrete!

Timber decks As for old bitumen roofs

Rubber, such as underlying 
blocks, mats, packing etc.

As for old bitumen roofs

Old mechanically fastened 
polymeric membrane  

As for old bitumen roofs (140g/m˝ polypropylene fleece/geo-textile).
Existing membrane to be slit at perimeters, change of  angle, fixing lines etc to 

alleviate any stress/tension transfer to new fasteners and to assist in
the drying out of  any trapped moisture

Old gravel ballasted 
polymeric  membrane

Where possible the existing membrane should be removed, 
if  this is not feasible, the existing membrane should be slit at perimeters, change of  angle, fixing points etc 

to alleviate any stress/tension 
transfer to new fasteners and to assist in 
the drying out of  any trapped moisture

Lubricated roofs Lubricated roofs should be evaluated, please contact Protan Technical Services

Please contact Protan for a list of  other tested and approved products for the use as separation layers.
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