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Course staff
• Babak Farshchian, Room: 109 IT building ITV 
• Hamid Mehmood
• Nora Othilie Ringdal
• Morteza Moalagh

• https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/display/tdt39/ .

https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/display/tdt39/


What is TDT39?
The course is for students who are interested 
in research in 'real world' settings. You will 
learn methods for exploring how and why 
various information/computer systems are 
designed, implemented and used.

Two variants:

• IT3010 - Full course mandatory for 

master of science (Spring term)

• TDT39 (this course) - Elective course 

for M.Techn. (Autumn)

• You cannot take both courses!

Based heavily on self-study!



The thinking man

You

Other researchers

Your research
Practice

Rigor
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The framework



The course textbook

Briony J Oates; Marie Griffiths; Rachel McLean

Researching Information Systems 

and Computing. 

London: Sage Publications,

Second edition 2022

(or first edition 2006).



An ex-student of the course



An ex-student of the course
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Course deliverable
• A research plan for a realistic empirical research project.

– Voluntary version 1.0 ready by October 3.
– Can be submitted for review by course staff and feedback session.

• A template is provided, along with some example plans. See 
course web pages.

• Contents:
– Purpose: Why you want to do this research? What is the relevance?

• Heavily based on research literature.
– Contributions: What new knowledge/product will you produce?
– Research method: What research strategy/method will you use?
– Participants: Who do you need for your research? What resources do you 

need?
– Research paradigm: Is this a positivist, interpretivist,

or critical research project?
– Deliverable: What is the form of the final deliverable?
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Meetings during the semester
• We will have one additional meeting after the 

feedback to version 1.0 of the research proposal.
– Date to be announced.



About version 1.0

Should cover only this part
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About version 1.0
• Deadline: October 3, 16:00 CET.
• Maximum 500 words, excluding the administrative front-

page and references to literature.
– Chapters 1-4 in the textbook are necessary reading for v.1.0.

• Version 1.0 is mainly the "Purpose" part of the final plan, 
but you can also deliver the other parts if you need 
feedback on those.

• Send v1.0 using the same procedure for the final 
deliverable documented on course web page.
– Do not copy Berit for this one!

• You will receive written feedback.
• This is not mandatory but recommended.

https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/display/tdt39/General+information
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Final deliverable
• More information about deadline will be provided on 

the course web pages.
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