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Six species are listed. Two species are recorded for the first time from the island of Nordaustlandet. Col-
linsia spetsbergensis (Thorell, 1872) is the first record of spiders from the small northernmost islands
(Sjugyane), notably Phippsgya (80°40'N, 20°50°E). Short notes of the species’ distribution are given.
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INTRODUCTION

The spider fauna on the largest island (Vest-Spitsber-
gen) in the arctic archipelago of Svalbard (74-81° N, 9-
30° E) has been fairly well studied. In a detailed
account of 15 species from Svalbard (Holm 1958) was
included a review of previous literature from the area.
Additional localities were reported by Remmert
(1966), Huhta (1967), Tambs-Lyche (1967), Riippell
(1968), Bengtson & Fijellberg (1975), Thaler (1975),
Hintz (1976), Koponen (1980). As to the other Sval-
bard islands, data about their spider faunas are sparse.
Jackson (1934) reported four species from the
Edgegya, and Jackson (1924, 1937) Hilaira glacialis,
Erigone psychrophila and Collinsia spetsbergensis
from Nordaustlandet. Summerhayes & Elton (1928)
(cit.Holm (1958)) reported H. glacialis and di Caporiac-
co (1931) C.spetsbergensis and Agyneta nigripes
(Simon,1884) from Nordaustlandet. A total of 16 spe-
cies are known from the islands of Svalbard (Thaler
1975).

During a Norwegian expedition to Nordaustlandet and
the Sjugyane archipelago (Figure 1) in August 1995,
spiders and other terrestrial invertebrates were collect-
ed in several localities. Samples were also taken in the
vicinity of some volcanic hot springs at Bockfjorden
(Vest-Spitsbergen). A total of six spider species were
found.

The material was collected by hand, preserved in 70%
ethyl alcohol, and is deposited at the Zoological
Museum, University of Bergen.

RESULTS

Collinsia holmgreni (Thorell, 1872)

Five females were found (9 Aug. 1995) under rocks in
dense vegetation around the volcanic hot springs at
Bockfjorden, Vest-Spitsbergen. A holarctic species
(Braendegérd 1958, Eskov 1994, Esyunin & Efimik
1996), in Russia reaching the southern Urals (Mikhai-
lov 1997), in western Europe distributed south to the
Norwegian high mountains (Hauge et al. 1978) (above
the tree line only) and northern Scotland (Locket et al.
1974, Thaler 1980), in Iceland obviously collected
almost down to the sea level (Agnarsson 1996), prob-
ably ‘a unique aeronaut’ (Braendegird 1946). The
Swedish records are from relatively high altitudes
(above 700 m a.s.1.), southernmost Jamtland (Braende-
gard 1958), in Finland the species is obviously restrict-
ed to the northernmost areas; here (in Lapland) con-
fined to areas above the tree line (up to 1300 m a.s.l.)
(Holm 1951, Kleemola 1962, Palmgren 1976). Humid
habitats seem to be preferred (Cotton 1979).
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Figure 1
Svalbard (“Spitsbergen’). Map
indicating the sampling areas.

C.spetsbergensis (Thorell, 1872).

Nordaustlandet: Marmorpynten, Storsteinhalvgya, 3
Aug.1995, under rocks close to a pool with fresh water
(1 male, 5 females); Pentavika, Storsteinhalvgya,
A Fjellberg coll. 4 Aug. 1995 (3 females); Florabukta,
Murchisonfjord, 4 Aug. under rocks in rich vegetation
below bird cliff (4 males, 4 females); Oxfordhalvgya,
Walhenbergfjorden, 8 Aug. 1995, under rocks in polar
desert, also close to seeping water (2 males, 11
females); Depotodden, Laponiahalvgya, 6 Aug. 1995,
under rocks in rich vegetation (1 female); Dokken,
Duvefjorden, coll. A.Fjellberg (2 males, 7 females).
Sjugyane: Isflakbukta, Phippsgya (80° 40°N, 20° S0°E),
5 Aug. 1995, under rocks in dry slope (2 males, 6
females); first record of spiders ever from these islands,
otherwise there are several records (down to the sea
level) from Svalbard (Holm 1958).
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The species has a wide circumpolar, Arctic distribution
(Holm 1958, Leech 1966, Esyunin & Efimik 1996).
Records from the Scandinavian mountains, ie. the
northern areas, are all from above 1500 m as.l.
(Braendegaard 1960, Holm 1967), in Iceland it is record-
ed from 1000 m as.l. and upwards (Braendegérd 1958,
Agnarsson 1996). In southern Norway records are
hitherto restricted to areas between 2150 and 2350 m
a.s.l. (Holm 1960), the southernmost records in western
Europe, obviously also reaching approximately the same
southern latitude in the mountains (the southern Urals)
of Russia (Mikhailov 1997), perhaps more northernly
distributed in northern Asia (Eskov 1994). Humid (wet)

_habitats seem to be preferred (Leech 1966).
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Erigone arctica palaearctica Braendegard, 1934.

Two males and 3 females, 4 Aug. 1995, under rocks in
rich vegetation below bird cliff in Florabukta, Murchi-
sonfjorden. First record from Nordaustlandet. Known
from several localities on Spitsbergen (Holm 1958, Huh-
ta 1967), here among the most common species (Holm
1937), also known from Edgegya (Jackson 1934). Distri-
bution: Palaearctic (Holm 1958, Mikhailov 1997).

E.psychrophila (Thorell, 1872).

Marmorpynten, Storsteinhalvgya, 3 Aug. 1995, under
rocks (1 male); Florabukta, Murchisonfjorden, 4 Aug.
1995 under rocks in rich vegetation below bird cliff (2
females); Dokken, Duvefjorden, 7 Aug. 1995, coll. A
Fjellberg (1 female); Oxfordhalvgya, Wahlenbergf-
jorden, 8 Aug. 1995 under rocks in polar desert, also
close to seeping water (2 males, 3 females).

The species is widespread in Vest-Spitsbergen (Holm
1958), also collected at Nordaustlandet (Jackson 1937),
and has a rather wide north Holarctic distribution
(Leech & Ryan 1972), including Iceland and the Faroes
(Brendegaard 1958), present but obviously rare in the
Scottish mountains (Locket et al. 1974). In Swedish
Lapland it has been collected from between about 1000
and 1250 m a.s.l. (Holm 1950), in Nordland (Northern
Norway) at 1250 m a.s.l. and in coastal areas of Finn-
mark at altitudes as low as 300 m a.s.1. (Holm 1960). In
the south Norwegian mountains (1220-1350 m a.s.L) it
seems fairly common in relatively humid localities
(Hauge et al. 1978; Hauge, Kauri & Solhgy in prep.),
see also (Braendegérd 1960, Leech 1966).

Lepthyphantes sobrius (Thorell, 1872)

Florabukta, Murchisonfjorden, 4 Aug. 1995 under
rocks in rich vegetation below bird cliff (4 females);
Depotodden, Laponiahalvgya, 6 Aug. 1995 under rock
in rich vegetation (one female). These are the first
records from Nordaustlandet.

Found exclusively sublapidicolous (Holm 1958, Kopo-
nen 1980), distributed in the northern Palearctic from
Svalbard to the far east in the former Soviet Union
(Holm 1958, 1973; Esyunin & Efimik 1996, Mikhailov
1997).

Hilaira glacialis (Thorell, 1872).
Florabukta, Murchisonfjorden, 4 Aug. 1955 under

rocks in rich vegetation below bird cliff (5 males, 17
females).

The species is also known from Nordaustlandet (Jack-
son 1924, Summerhayes & Elton 1928) and several
localities at Vest-Spitsbergen (Holm 1958), apparently
among the most common species in the area (Koponen
1980). Once regarded as endemic for Svalbard (Holm
1958), palaearctic (Eskov 1994, Esyunin & Efimik
1995, Mikhailov 1997).
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Edderkopper (Araneae) fra Nordaustlandet og
Sjugyane, Svalbard

Under en ekspedisjon til Nordaustlandet og Sjugyane i
1995 ble det funnet fem edderkopp-arter. Erigone arc-
tica og Lepthyphantes sobrius ble samlet for farste
gang pd Nordaustlandet. Collinsia spetsbergensis er
fgrste funn av edderkopper pa Phippspya (80 ¢ 40’ N,
20° 50’ @), en av de nordlige (smd) Sjugyane. Videre
ble Collinsia holmgreni funnet ved de varme kildene
ved Bockfjorden, Vest-Spitsbergen. Utbredelsen av de
forskjellige artene er kort beskrevet.
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