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Background: 

- Controversies related to land-based 
wind power development

- Norway has a large potential for 
offshore wind

- Technological development

- What about ownership? 



The survey

• Large, technical complex developments offshore will make 
international ownership and export more relevant

• This could lead to new conflicts..

• How will the publics acceptance of wind energy be affected by a 
political shift from onshore to nearshore/offshore locations – from 
local/national ownership to international – and from serving 
local/national needs to international ones? 

• Survey among 1612 Norwegians in December 2020 and January 
2021



Our research questions

1. Do our research confirm the contention that 
offshore/nearshore locations are preferred to onshore, and 
that local/national ownership are preferred to international 
ones?

2. Is the general public willing to trade off national/local 
ownership and use to move wind farms to nearshore or 
offshore locations?

3. Is the general public less concerned with national/local 
ownership and use when wind farms are moved to 
nearshore or offshore locations?



Methods

• Discrete choice experiment

• Respondents are asked about their preferences among 
alternative wind energy developments

• Attributes are;
• Choice of location (onshore, nearshore or offshore) 
• Intended use (meeting local, national or international needs) 
• Dominant owner type (local, national or international)
• Turbine height
• Changes in the household's monthly electricity bill

• Each respondent was presented with 8 cards with 2 
options

• We used a mixed logit model to estimate willingness to 
pay to avoid certain outcomes 

Illustration from Shutterstock, as examples of onshore wind projects



Main findings*

• People are willing to pay more (250 kr) to move wind power offshore 
and out of sight

• People are willing to pay even more (4-500 kr) to secure national or 
preferably local ownership

• Use of energy is also very important, willingness to pay almost 200 kr
in order for the energy to be used for national/local purposes

*Ranging of options are more important than the number



Conclusion

1. We prefer to move wind power 
development offshore

2. But it is even more important to 
secure national ownership and use 
of the energy

3. Is location important?

• We accept export of offshore 
wind, but not onshore and costal 
wind

• We are at least as concerned 
about national ownership of costal 
and offshore wind as we are of 
onshore wind. 

Illustration from regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/storstilt-satsing-pa-havvind/id2900436/ 

https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/storstilt-satsing-pa-havvind/id2900436/

